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Gideon & Samson 

Schedule 

- 8:30 - 9:00  Registration 

- 9:00 - 9:15  Singing 

- 9:15 - 10:10 Gideon 

- 10:10 - 10:20 Break 

- 10:20 - 11:10 Samson 

- 11:10 - 11:30 Wrap up/Invitation/Singing 

- 11:30 -   Lunch 

 

I hope these note prepared are useful for you. I have used the Gideon lesson in a few 

Vacation Bible Schools in the area and it always flows well. Luckily, we are teaching two 

of the easier Judges. Always remember, the goal is for the student to better learn these 

great Old Testament stories and learn how to apply them to their lives.  

In Gideon, we see that God is always in control and sometimes we need some 

reassurance. In Samson, we learn not to break a vow and that even though all seems 

lost, it is not over until it is over. 

If there are any materials needed for class, either feel free to get them or let me know! 

Thank you for being a part of teaching in this series. We all have a part to do! 

 “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” 1 Corinthians 3:6  

In Him, 

 

Justin D. Reed  

Minister, Wood Church of Christ 

P. S. The Gideon notes begin on the next page and are exact copies of the 

aforementioned notes.  
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God Wins With A Small Army (the story of Gideon) 

Judges 7:1-23 

 

Farmer Becomes A Military Man 

6:1-10 Imagine having a garden and all your neighbors steal all of it every year 

 7 Years of this happening 

 Plea to God to make it stop 

 Gideon 

- Jerrubaal  - “Cutting off or hewing down” 

- Farmer and husbandman from Manasseh 

- Not a man of war 

- Depicted somewhat cowardly in ch. 6 

- Perfect Example that God uses all kinds of people 

Why Me Lord? 

 Ever wondered this? Gideon questions God 

 God has his reasons 

 Sometimes, for a lesson: 

- Goal – Romans 8:29 

- Chastening shows His love for us – Heb. 12:5-11 

- Rebuked for their sins – Judges 2:1-5 

Gideon then wonders why God has chosen him and makes excuses – like Moses 

6:11-12 Appears to Gideon 

14 God appears to Gideon – “theophany” – Gen. 18:1-2, 16-17 

15 “Mighty Man of Valor” – Who, Me? 

16  God is with Gideon 

Midianites – “Contention, Strife” 
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• Relatives of Isreal 

• Descendants of Midian 

• 6th son of Abraham, 3rd wife Keturah (concubine) – Gen. 25:1-2 

• Abraham gave gifts to all his sons and sent them away from Isaac – Gen. 25:6 

• Went East 

• Sold Joseph into slavery – Gen. 37:28 

• Moses fled to land of Midian, marries Zipporah 

• Lived there 40 years 

• Seduced men of Israel – 24,000 killed – Mt. Juliet size 23,671 

• Declared enemies – Num. 25:17-18, 31:2 

• Moses spared some – Num. 31:17-18 

• Sizeable people by Gideon’s time 

25-26 Gideon’s courage 

27 Obeyed God’s command 

28-29 Realized what has happened 

30 Want to kill Gideon! 

31 Joash’s defense 

32 Name change 

 

Gideon Accepts the Responsibility 7:1-8 

 Midianites camped around Israel, ready to attack 

6:36-37 Gideon needed some reassurance from God 

38 God delivers 

39 Another time 

40 God delivers 

 Our success depends on God – God will be with us – Phil. 4:13 
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7:1 Rallied the troops – 32,000 – Cookeville 32,622 

 Enemy has 135,000 combined – Murfreesboro 131,947 

2 God says that there are too many  

3 The fearful told to leave – 22,000 leave – Farragut 22,282 

 10,000 men left to fight – Manchester 10,102 

 Imagine Gideon’s shock! 

4 Still too many! 

 Told to go to water – marched to stream, thirsty 

5  Drinks like a dog – keep – ready to fight 

 Stoops down – out – easy prey 

8 Only 300 remain – 9700 are sent home! Liberty 310 

 We are too concerned with the actual number – Great Commission says to go to 

everyone! 

 

Gideon Received Assurance From a Strange Place 7:9-15 

9 Same night 

10 Go down to the camp with servant 

11 Hear what they are saying! 

12 Innumerable amount of people 

13 Man tells of dream 

 God caused the dream – Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Pilate’s Wife, Paul, Peter, 

Many others 

14 Interpretation is that Gideon is coming! 

15 God says go! When He says go, you go! 
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The Plan Was God’s 7:7, 16-23 

7 God says He will deliver Gideon! 

16 Good leader – 3 groups each with trumpets, pitcher, lantern, (Sword not 

mentioned here) 

17 Do as I do – leading by example! 

18 Surround camp, torch inside pitcher, when Gideon blew his trumpet, shout with 

mighty shout: “The Sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.” 

19 Plan in motion 

20 Plan fulfilled! 

21 They woke up and thought they were surrounded and began to flee! 

22 The LORD set the swords against the enemies! 

23 Chased after them – day memorialized forever! 

 

Lessons:  

1. Israel was plagued with idolatry. Idolatry leads to all kinds of ungodly practices. 

2. We often wonder what difference we can make. The good we do will be left 

behind and influence others. 

3. Though Gideon asked God for tests, it seems clear it was not a lack of faith of 

God, but in himself. 

4. There is abundant proof that God does not really need any man, but He allows 

us to serve Him when we are willing and together we can accomplish great 

things. Numbers do not matter to God, but commitment does. 

5. Gideon provides us with an excellent example of leadership. 

6. Putting out the fleece, a term still used today, is often seen as a lack of faith or a 

desire to follow God with conditions. That may have been true in this case as 

well, but here it servs as evidence that God understands our frailities and 

weaknesses. His grace and mercy serve to show that understanding to those 

willing to follow Him. 

7. It is interesting Gideon did not mention taking a sword, although we know that 

they did. Today the only offensive weapon Christians as asked to take with them 
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into the spiritual battle in which we are engaged against Satan and his forces is 

the “sword of the Spirit.” (Heb. 4:12) We can be victorious in our battle if we study 

and learn God’s Word. 

8. Although we may not understand God’s plan for our lives, like Gideon we need to 

obey Him. God’s thoughts and His ways are far beyond ours. We need only to 

trust and obey Him and He will give us the victory. I Cor. 15:57-58 

 

Gideon Notes © 2017, 2020 Justin D. Reed, P.O. Box 292, Woodbury TN 37190 

thejustinreedshow.com/bibleresources 

 

Samson – 13th Judge 

I. Background 

A. 13:1  characteristic of the period of the Judges 

B. 2-5 Promise of a son and the vow  

C. 6-7  Telling her husband 

D. 8-25  Birth of Samson 

E. 25  God Using Him 

II. Marriage 

A. 14:1-4 Finding a wife, God had His hand in it  

B. 5-7  Found and killed a lion 

C. 8-9  Finds honey in the carcass and gives it to his parents 

III. Revenge on Philistines 

A. 15:3-5 Took over 300 foxes and tied them in pairs, put a lit torch between their 

tails, and let them loose on the Philistine camp 

B. 6  Did this because (they said) his wife was given over to his companions  

C. 15  Kills 1000 men with a donkey’s jawbone 

IV. Delilah 

A. 16:1  Finds harlot, lays with her 
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B. 2 Plots to kill Samson 

C. 4 Meets and loves Delilah 

D. 5 Plan: entice Samson 

E. 6 1st attempt on his life 

F. 7 Won’t give in, gives false answer 

G. 8-9 Doesn’t work 

H. 10 She’s not happy 

I. 11 New (false) way 

J. 12 2nd attempt on his life 

K. 13 Another idea  - 3rd attempt  

L. 14 Doesn’t work 

M. 15 Angry at him 

N. 16 Pressed him daily 

1. Matthew 4 

2. Psalm 1 

O. 17  Gives in and tells secret 

P. 18 Plan in action 

Q. 19 Cut off his hair = loses strength  

R. 20 Didn’t know the Lord had left him 

S. 21 Plucked out his eyes, took and bound him 

T. 22 Hair started to grow 

U. 23 Sacrificed to idol Dagon 

V. 24 Empty praises 

W. 25  Make a sport of Samson 

X. 26 Wants to lean upon pillars 

Y. 27 3000 men and women 
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Z. 28 Pleads with God 

AA. 29 Regains strength 

BB. 30 Literally “brought the house down” 

1. Killed more here collectively than in life 

2. Killed himself in the process 

CC. 31 Buried with father 

DD.  He judged Israel 20 years 

Lessons learned from Samson 

1. If you vow to God, keep it. 

2. If you’re being repeatedly tempted, don’t give in! 

3. Don’t let your previous mistakes derail you from doing good! 

 

Helpful sites: 

• www.biblecharts.org 

• Coffman’s Judges Commentary 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/judges.html  

• Jim Boyd’s book on Judges (PDF) http://aburningfire.net/Books/Judges.pdf  
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